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The stfli-unsucccssful manhunt for the 
killer of Dr. Martin Luther King provides 
disturbing new evidence of the lack of 
adequate cooperation between the FBI and 
local poiice. 

Nearly five weeks after the murder, a 
curious attitude of aloofness and secrecy 
persists in the bureau's investigation. FBI 
ouicials apparently want to do the job 
themselves despite the great sicnificance 
of the case and the enormous difficulties 
involved. 

At least eight major metropolitan areas, 
including Los Angeles, are important in 
the King slaying, plus many smaller 
towns. James Earl Ray, the chief suspect, 
left a tangled and confusing trail. 

It was obvious, therefore, that there 
should have been the closest cooperation 
between federal and local authorities. Yet 
police were virtually Ignored in the four 
cities where the scd.Tca has been the most 
intense — Memphis, Birmingham, Atlanta 
and Los Angeles. 

As of Monday. 25 days after Dr. King's 
murder, the FBI still hadn't contacted 
Police Chief Thomas Rcddin to ask for the 
help of the Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment. Such assistance would have been of 
great value, particularly in the early 
stages of the manhunt. 

No single law enforcement agency, even 
one as large and generally efficient as the 
FBI, could hope to follow every lead in 
ercry city involved in the King case. Local 
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police personnel must be used to supple- 
ment FBI agents in investigations of such 
scope. 

The mobilizing of all available law 
enforcement manpower by the bureau 
b:comcs the more urgent in view of the 
increasing number of federal cases and the 
great inter-state mobility now available to 
criminals. Congress, for instance, recently 
made new; federal crimes of riot incitement 
and endangering civil rights workers. 

Such cooperation among federal, stale 
and local authorities has occurred in the 
past, but not often enough. It must be the 
rule in the* future. 

Although the FBI may once have 
hesitated in working with many city oolicc 
departments, the quality of local kw 
enforcement has improved markedly. 
Much of the credit for this better training 
is due the F3 jl 

Why then docs the bureau continue to 
resist? 

Both precedent and procedure exist for 
the jciniro* of forces. Whut is needed t 0 
mobilize al 1 of the nation's resource/ 
against crime is a new altitude of 
cooperation on iho part cf the Fjr and ii ; 
director, ,1. ‘drlgar Hoover. 

The protection of the public and the 
preservation of law and order arc chailcr.- 
ges so important that maximum use of 
available police manpower must always be 
made. And such cooperation offers the 
surest means of avoiding a national police 
force alien to the American tradition. 
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